CONSTITUTION OF NORTH CAROLINA

Sec. 8. Representation and taxation.

The people of this State shall not be taxed or made subject to the payment of any impost or
duty without the consent of themselves or their representatives in the General Assembly, freely
given.

Sec. 9. Frequent elections.
For redress of grievances and for amending and strengthening the laws, elections shall be
often held.

Sec. 10. Free elections.
All elections shall be free.

Sec. 11. Property qualifications.
As political rights and privileges are not dependent upon or modified by property, no
property qualification shall affect the right to vote or hold office.

Sec. 12. Right of assembly and petition.

The people have a right to assemble together to consult for their common good, to instruct
their representatives, and to apply to the General Assembly for redress of grievances; but secret
political societies are dangerous to the liberties of a free people and shall not be tolerated.

Sec. 13. Religious liberty.

All persons have a natural and inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences, and no human authority shall, in any case whatever, control
or interfere with the rights of conscience.

Sec. 14. Freedom of speech and press.
Freedom of speech and of the press are two of the great bulwarks of liberty and therefore
shall never be restrained, but every person shall be held responsible for their abuse.

Sec. 15. Education.
The people have a right to the privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard
and maintain that right.

Sec. 16. Ex post facto laws.

Retrospective laws, punishing acts committed before the existence of such laws and by
them only declared criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with liberty, and
therefore no ex post facto law shall be enacted. No law taxing retrospectively sales, purchases,
or other acts previously done shall be enacted.

Sec. 17. Slavery and involuntary servitude.
Slavery is forever prohibited. Involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the parties have been adjudged guilty, is forever prohibited.

Sec. 18. Court shall be open.

All courts shall be open; every person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, person, or
reputation shall have remedy by due course of law; and right and justice shall be administered
without favor, denial, or delay.

Sec. 19. Law of the land; equal protection of the laws.

No person shall be taken, imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or
outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the law of
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